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FOR USE IN SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES ONLY. Follows one young man from his impoverished

childhood with a crack-addicted mother, through his discovery of the sport of football, to his rise to

become one of the most successful, highly-paid players in the NFL. --This text refers to the Library

Binding edition.
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An incredible human interest story detailed further below but first.........the author of Liar's Poker and

Moneyball is at it again with an offbeat interesting subject, or multiple subjects which are

intertwined. This is an analysis of the evolution of the left side tackle designed to protect the

quarterback's blind side, particularly from the evolution of speed rushers in the Lawrence Taylor

mode. Lewis starts with an in depth analysis of Joe Theisman's famous leg break with some

interesting facts even Joe didn't remember including who may really have been responsible.

Separate stories are then presented of the new prototype Left Tackles like Jonathan Ogden whose

investment banker father showed him that his value at Left Tackle would out way any interest in

playing college basketball for his 6'9" son. This part of the book is intertwined with a historical

perspective of how the passing game developed mainly through the Bill Walsh West Coast offense

which downplays the significance of the quarterback. This section of the book is intertwined around

the personal story to be described and while extremely interesting to football fans will have virtually

NO appeal the typical female fan or other casual fans.But what will be of greater human interest is



the overlay of the story of Michael Oher, the "man/child" currently playing football at Ole Miss. Oher

shows up at a predominantly white Christian school in the 9th grade with virtually no school history

and horrible family background. An incredibly shy 350 pound kid struggles but ingratiates himself to

faculty and staff and manages to stick around.
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